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WHAT'S NEW IN READING
THEIA A. GEBBIE, Beverly Hills, California
F. D. R. COLUMNIST, edited by Donald
Scott Carmichael. (Pellegrini & Cudahy,
Chicago, Illinois, 1947. 177 pages. $3.00.)
Another phase of Franklin Delano Roose
velt’s active life is brought to light in this
book on his newspaper columns of 1925 and
1928. These were brief interludes in a
colorful career, but are intensely interest
ing in the light of future events. His think
ing was political on a national and inter
national basis even in those days.
In writing of the United States’ relations
with other nations, he advocated honest
friendship on the basis of the good of
humanity in general, and from the practical
viewpoint of prosperity, because if we are
disliked or have serious points of differences
with foreign nations, our commercial trade
is necessarily injured. This philosophy was
so evident when he was president.
Not only are the columns presented word
for word as printed, but explanations of
surrounding events are elaborated upon by
the editor in a fashion to vivify the writ
ings.

THE SHOW PIECE, by Booth Tarking
ton. (Doubleday & Company, Garden City,
New York, 1947. 212 pages. $2.50.)
If you read to know what finally hap
pened, the synopsis of the ending dictated
by the author will give the answer. In any
event, this novel that Booth Tarkington
was finishing at the time of his death is a
complete characterization of young Irving
Pease with intimate insight into the per
sonalities who helped make Irvie an ego
centric.
Although the author (as a character in
the story) is constantly awakening sus
picion of ulterior motives in the shining
star’s actions, the reader is kept warmly
sympathetic toward Irvie to the very end.
Even when his closest companion unfolds as
the true hero of the story, there is no hatred
of Irving Pease, only pity, and perhaps,
understanding from our own egoist soul.

PLASTICS AND YOU, by Stephen Bass.
(Eastwood-Steli Company, New York, N. Y.,
1947. 175 pages.)
Haven’t you had many fleeting wonder
ments about, “What are plastics?” “How
are plastics made?” “How are plastics
used?” “Are plastics a new development or
a reinstatement of an old invention?” Each
of these questions and many others are
answered in this book in language under
standable to those outside of the chemical
field, and in interesting manner.
Take Nylon for an example. Nylon made
its introduction to the public in the form of
hosiery in May of 1940. Nylon is really
something new under the sun, for unlike all
other materials it had never before been
known to exist. It was the first fibre ever
made that did not have its origin in plant
life. Despite its similarity to natural hair
or silk, it is only protein-like; there is no
counterpart of Nylon in nature.
Besides Nylon hose, plastics appear before
us in such forms as brushes, combs, nail
polish, table wear, table cloths, contact
lenses, packaging for battleships, and count
less day by day needs. Among the qualities
plastics give these articles are durableness,
lightness, colorfulness and less danger of
breaking.
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TAXATION FOR PROSPERITY, by
Randolph E. Paul. (Bobbs-Merrill Com
pany, New York, 1947. 420 pages. $4.00.)
Mr. Paul was General Counsel for the
Treasury and tax advisor to Secretary
Morgenthau during a period when history
was made and “The Greatest Tax Bill in
American History” became law. In cover
ing more than fifty years of taxation, 1894
to 1947, in Taxation for Prosperity, he re
lates the past and present tax story to
future implications. He invites no hard-set
formula for taxation, but rather considers
it a way of life. He says, “The central tax
question of the present and the future is
whether we should plan resolutely in ad
vance when we can shape events, or hyster
ically in the panic that comes after we have
lost control of the economic steering gear.”
The section covering taxation in retro
spect is history. It ties in well with discus
sions on current and future problems deal
ing with: individual income tax, capital
gains and losses, community property sys
tem, trusts, family partnerships, Social
Security, estate and gift taxes, corporation
taxes, etc.
This book holds timely thinking for any
one interested in taxes and the future
economy of America. It shows how taxes
can either retard or speed us along the road
to prosperity.

